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Titel PICO/PIRO no 
Was meta-
analysis 
performed 
for the 
relevant 
outcomes? 

1. Was 
an 'a 
priori' 
design 
provided? 

 

2. Was 
there 
duplicate 
study 
selection 
and data 
extraction? 

 

3. Was a 
comprehensive 
literature 
search 
performed? 

 

4. Was the 
status of 
publication 
(i.e. grey 
literature) 
used as 
an 
inclusion 
criterion? 

 

5. Was a 
list of 
studies 
(included 
and 
excluded) 
provided? 

 

6. Were the 
characteristics 
of the 
included 
studies 
provided? 

 

7. Was the 
scientific 
quality of the 
included 
studies 
assessed 
and 
documented? 
 

8. Was the 
scientific 
quality of the 
included 
studies used 
appropriately 
in 
formulating 
conclusions? 
 

9. Were the 
methods 
used to 
combine the 
findings of 
studies 
appropriate? 
 

10. Was 
the 
likelihood 
of 
publication 
bias 
assessed? 
 

11. 
Was 
the 
confli
ct of 
inter
est 
inclu
ded? 
 

Score  

Venekamp 
2013 
Antibiotics for 
acute otitis 
media in 
children 
(Review) 

 

1 
Pain - yes, 
complicati
ons - no, 
adverse 
events 
(total) -yes 

 

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No no 8 

Toll et al 
Diagnosis and 
treatment of 
acute otitis 
media: review. 

 

2-3 No No No Yes Yes No Yes No No No No No  3 

Cheong 2012 
Management of 
recurrent acute 
otitis media in 
children: 
systematic 
review of the 
effect of 
different 
interventions 
on otitis media 
recurrence, 
recurrence 
frequency and 
total recurrence 
time 

 

 

2-3 

No  Yes  Can´t 

answer 

Yes  No  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  No  No  6 



P Marchisio 
2013 Panel 7: 
Treatment and 
comparative 
effectiveness 
research. 

 

2-3 No  No  Can´t 

answer 

Yes  No  No  No  No  No  Not 

applicable  

No  Yes  2 

P Marchisio 
2013 Panel 7: 
Treatment and 
comparative 
effectiveness 
research. 

 

4-6 No  No  Can´t 

answer 

Yes  No  No  No  No  No  Not 

applicable 

No  Yes  2 

Wallace 2014 
Surgical 
treatments for 
otitis media 
with effusion: a 
systematic 
review 

 

4-6 Yes  Yes  Yes   Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Not 

applicable 

No  Yes  Yes 10 

Aardweg 2010 
Adenoidectomy 
for otitis media 
in children 
 

7 No  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No 10 

Boonacker 
2014 
Adenoidectomy 
with or without 
grommets for 
children with 
otitis media: an 
individual 
patient data 
meta-analysis 
 

7 Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  10 

Vaile 2006 
Interventions 
for ear 
discharge 
associated with 
grommets 
(ventilation 
tubes) 
(Review) 
 

8-9 No  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes   Not 

applicable  

Yes  Yes  9 



Schelzle 2008  
Acute otitis 
media in 
children with 
tympanostomy 
tube 

8-0 No  No  Can´t 

answer 

No   No  No  Yes  No  No  Not 

applicable 

Not 

applicalbe  

Yes  2 

 


